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CUSTOMIZE WITH “PLASTIC SURGERY 


You can repair and restyle auto bodies 
with TAP* fiberglassing KITS! 


WAY OUT CUSTOMIZING or just mini- 
mum modification is a snap with TAP 
Fiberglas and Tapox Resin Kits. An 
example is this jewel of Johnny John- 
son’s. Beginning with a 51 Kaiser and 
using TAPKITS exclusively, he came 
up with a custom loaded with HTP— 
“head-turning-power”! 


YES, any amateur carcrafter can repair and restyle 
auto bodies with professional results with TAPKITS. 
These kits contain genuine Fiberglas and Tapox resin, 
guaranteed to bond permanently to any metal. These 
materials are easy to apply and easy to finish and 
cost less than one-third cost of leading and welding! 


With TAPKITS, you can completely change the lines 
of your car at home, without expensive tools and 
equipment. No torch is required. Buy yourself a body 
file and borrow a disc sander and you're in business 
as a TAP ‘‘glasser’’! 

Whether it’s just a dechroming and frenching job 
or aim scoops and fins, the greenest beginner car- 
crafter can turn out prize-winning work with TAP’s 
special metal-bonding plastics. No wonder thousands 
of backyard customizers all over the world are order- 


*Faylor & Art, Inc., Plastics 


AIR SCOOP FINS and hooded headlights werg 
made entirely with TAP “glass”. A single sheet 
of hardened “glass” was used as a base. Fin 
lines and contours were achieved with addi 
tional layers of Fiberglas soaked in Tapo 
Resin. Finished job looks like it had bee 
stamped out in one piece by Detroit! 


ing TAPKITS! Professional auto body repairmen are 
now using TAP ‘‘glass’’ for repairing rust-outs and 
dents because it’s much more economical and easier 
to apply than lead. 


TAPKITS are the ORIGINAL Fiberglas and resin kits © 
for PLASTIC SURGERY on auto bodies. Don't be mis- 
led by claims from imitators . . . only epoxy resin 
will bond Fiberglas to metal permanently . . . TAPOX 
Resin is the finest epoxy resin that money can buy. 
TAP “‘glass’ is THE carcrafting plastic the major 
auto magazines have been featuring. 


DON’T JUST DREAM about that cool custom. Get 
started. Order a TAPKIT from your speed shop or di- 
rect from TAP today! Speed shop dealerships invited. 
All TAP materials are unconditionally guaranteed. 


DEPT. CC 
1710 E. 12TH ST. 
OAKLAND 6, CALIF. 


$___———SC enclosed. Send the items checked immediately, postpaid. 


TAP Carcrafter KIT C-10, $3.95. 
ontains 500 sq. in. special treated 
“A” weight Fiberglas cloth, proper 
amount of genuine TAPOX epoxy 
resin and hardener, milled Fiber- 
glas fibres (for making filling 
paste), thixatropic powder (for use 
with resin to prevent run-off on 
vertical surfaces), mixing cups and 
spoons, brush, and complete illus- 
trated instructions. 


NAME 


CITY. 


oi TAP Carcrafter KIT C-25, 
12.45. Contains 2000 sq. in. of 
special ‘‘A’’ weight Fiberglas cloth, 
proper amount of genuine TAPOX 
epoxy resin and hardener, milled 
Fibreglas fibres (for making filling 
paste), thixatropic powder (for use 
with resin to prevent run-off on 
vertical surfaces), mixing cups and 
spoons, brush, and complete illus- 
trated instructions. 


ADDRESS 


STATE 


[] THE GLASSER’S MANUAL, $1.00. 

omplete guide for beginners in 
repairing and restyling auto bodies 
with Fiberglas and resin. Over 50 
photos, non-technical. 





(0 Send complete price list and 
more information on repairing, re- 
styling and customizing auto bodies 
with TAPKITS. 
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NEW caste 


California 


WHEEL SPINNERS 


California 


CAR DICE 


Swing ’em from Your Rear-View 
Mirror! Now...the first manu- 
factured supply of this hand-craft- 
ed novelty sensation, biggest rage 
since fox-tails! Fluffy, angora-type 
fur — hand sewn! Size: 2” cubes. 
Specify color: Black with white 
dots, or white with black, red, 
green or blue dots. 


Only $1.29 per pair 
(post paid) 


Push-Button 
POWER WINDOWS 


Worlds Only 
Conversion Ket / 


Push-button magic at the touch of a switch... 
tric vacuum lifts for smooth, instantaneous operation! 


new elec- 


No reupholstering or patching of holes: Switch as- 
sembly completely covers marks of old window handle 
— installs in the same hole! 

Switch is luxurious moon-face type, finished in rich 
jeweler’s chrome. 

TAMPER-PROOF: Controls cannot be operated when 
car is not in use! 

Complete kit for both front windows includes switches, 
vacuum hose, wire, brackets, all hardware. SIMPLE 
TO INSTALL: attaches to present window channel. 


$ 25% we Tequired=- 
Now 7 Gg. GS complete kit 


- Los Angeles 
Sama c.0.D. Add 
3% Sales Tax in Calif. 


from 


RN AUTO 


Customize your standard hub- 
caps and save $18! Flashing, 
bullet-shaped chrome spinners 
... bolt on any hubcap in sec- 
onds! Authentic, original results 
--- you can’t tell 'em from $25 
custom caps! 
ONLY $7.95 PER SET 


Flipper Blades can be 


attached in any combina- 
tion (3, 4 or more) at just 


69¢ each! 


i 


Specify Make, 
Model, Year 


Ford 52-55 
35-40 


49-55 
9-40 


yee s Ys Bee 
c Alt th Ste 


Merc. 


3319 C-11 SO. GRAND AVENUE, 
LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 





CAR CRAFT! 


Phe “Caton Ca” Magne 


CUSTOMIZING WITH THE 
“PLASTIC SURGEON 


“HOW I WON PIKES PEAK" 
BANTAM COUPE 

STACKED “98” 

RESTYLING THE '49-'S1 MERCURY 
SEMI SHOWPIECE 

STYLE REPORT 

COUPE A LA CHRYSLER 

CAR CUSTOM CHEVROLET 

GRAB BAG 

‘ ACCESSORY OF THE MONTH 


Vol. 4 


No. 7 


features 


by Jim Potter 

interviewing Jerry Unser Jr. 
Yellow Street Bomb 
Customizer's Custom 

by Norm's Auto Body 

Custom Convert 

Plymouth Grille Bar Report 

*34 Ford With Secrets 

Results of ‘‘Customiziag Chev" 
Taillight Weirdies 

RamCote— Upholstery Rejuvenator 


10 
16 
24 
32 
34 
aa 


aa 
46 
52 
34 
56 


how-to-do-its 


ENGINE TUNE-UP — part II 
ENGINE SWAP 
WINDSHIELD FOR CHEVS 
CUSTOMIZING THE CHEVY 


18 by Don Francisco 

26 Chrysler for Hudson Pacemaker 
38 Easy Component Switch 

48 = Side -Trim installation 


departments 


SHOPPING AROUND 
LETTERS 

WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM? 
JUNIOR FLIP 

CUSTOM QUERIES 
CARQUIZ 


New Products 
by Ray Brock 
by Carl Kohler 
by Joe Baifon 
Test Your Skill 


How would you like to purchase a complete restyling 
kit for your ‘49-'51 Ford. Sound great? Well, it's true, 
thanks to a young lad named Lee Rockwell of Tustin, 
California. Lee's custom ‘49 Ford can be found on our 


session. The operation is called **Customizing with the 
Plastic Surgeon.'" Who's the ‘‘Plastic Surgeon?’’ Yow 
are, see page ten. Ektachrome by Bob D'Olive 


Mich. CONTRIBUTORS: nd self-addressed envelope. Not responsible for 


vasolicited moterial. 





WOoRDS 


from the 


EDITOR 


Ome very important aspect of promoting a 

weekend automotive event that many cus- 
tom and hot rod car clubs seem to be com- 
pletely incognizant of is an item called — 
“publicity.” Many times we here at CAR CRAFT 
are approached as to why we did not put in 
an appearance at last week’s auto show or auto- 
motive event. The answer is simple. We were 
not informed. Not only were we left standing 
at the “station,” but more important, many 
active hot rod and custom car enthusiasts liv- 
ing in nearby areas were also unfortunately 
“benched” for the occasion, due to the event's 
poor publicity releases. We're not trying to 
dish out the opinion that we should be per- 
sonally invited to every automotive event that 
takes place, but we are merely attempting to 
project an example illustrating the value of 
good advanced publicity, as compated to that 
handled poorly which severely handicaps any 
event from the standpoint of fellow enthusi- 
asts participation and support. 

Successfully publicizing a future club-spon- 
sored automotive event is a very easy chore to 
%t,@ccomplish. Requirements are no more than 
a two or three man committee appointed by 
the club. This publicity committee is actually 
an “advertising agency” in every sense of the 
word. It’s their job to see that the advertising 
done on the event is placed where it will do 


the most good both for inducing participation _ 


and attracting spectators. Let’s say that the 
future event planned is to be an auto show. 
Immediately we surmize that the show will be 
supported by custom car, hot rod and sports 
caf participation. What better notice could be 
served these contingents than that of placing 
posters or legible mimeographed sheets in cus- 
tom body shops, hot rod or speed establish- 
ments. Local drive-in restaurants and accessory 
stores also serve as another prospective medium 
for enlistment. Further “tub-thumping” can be 
done by calling on local newspapers, and auto- 
motive magazines. Consider though, that 
monthly publications work some thirty to sixty 
days in advance, so notification has to be well 
ahead of their deadlines. All these publicity 
outlets are generally more than happy to co- 
Operate and assist in promoting activity to 
which they are just as dedicated as you, the 
sponsoring club. Why so bashful? — dick day 
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“gaT, SLEEP 
iF = LIVE” CARS.-- 


TURN YOUR HOBBY 
INTO A CAREER! 


ree 


Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 
& DIESEL COURSE” "2" "7°" 


spore time! 


Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automotive 
Technical Trade School since 1905, now brings its famous 
resident Shops and Faculty direct to you at home—to pre- 
pare you to earn more money, with job security, in today’s 
fast-moving, opportunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 
Get your home training from the “Car Capital of The 
World” America’s most auto-minded city, center of Hot 
Rod and Sports Car activity! Mail coupon right now! 
*SHOP-METHOD’ HOME TRAINING! 
YOU MASTER ALL PHASES, INCLUDING DIESEL. All lessons 
fully illustrated. We show you how to earn as you learn. 
OK for Vets. Graduate Advisory Service. 
NOW! YOU GET AND KEEP ALL OF THIS VALUABLE, 
PROFESSIONAL EQUIPMENT! 
This set of LIFE- 
TIME TOOLS is 
yours te keep. 
You che get this 
ell-mete!l teol 


You keep this 
modern “MO- 
TOR ANALYZ- 
ING SET.” Con- 
teins letest 


Vecuum Fuel 
Pomp. 

Timing Light, 
Tester. Plus... 
ing cave 


the “pros,” built for o lifetime of 


rugged vse. 


> Approved for Gi Training 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


\ Los Angeles 37, California 
CANADA: 811 W. Hastings $t., Vancouver, 8B. C. 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


TECHNICAL TRADE TRAINING SINCE 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37 CALIFORNIA 


! NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept D18- 116 
f MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU 


4000 S. FIGUEROA ST. 167 N. LA SALLE ST. 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 1, ILL. 


J] Send for FREE Auto-Diese! Opportunity Book and Sample Lesson 


i ee BIRTHDAY. 


J CI 


rere 5S. SE 
1 VETERANS Gwe Dote of Discharge > 
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Everything from 
Dechroming (Metal- 
Bonding) to com- 
plete car bodies. 
Ideal for rusted spots; 
eliminates leading. 
Write for details. 


‘1.0 


and up. (Add 2Sc for 
postage. 
Also $4.95 


aS Cae. a 
METaLPasT 


Is your leather or plastic 
upholstery faded or worn? 
RamCote restores the 
original color and texture 
to your car's upholstery. 
You can change color, 
too! Available in eleven 
standard colors and clear. 
Any shade obtainable by 
inter-mixing colors. Easily 
applied, brush or spray. 


Won't chip or peel. Water- 
proof — fadeproof. Use on 
Luggage, Sports Equip- 
ment, Lounge Chairs, etc. 
See your local dealer or 
write for FREE informa- 
tion and color chart. 
RAMCOTE PRODUCTS 
1141 W. 69th St. 
Chicage 21, ll. Dept. C.Cc. 


WANTED 


MEN AND WOMEN 
GROW MUSHROOMS. Cellar, shed and 
outdoors. Spare or full time, year round. 
We pay $3.50 lb. We PAID John Betts 
es he started as amateur. FREE 
K. Washington Mushroom Ind., Inc. 
Dept. 281, 2954 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wn. 


Subscribe to 


CAR CRAFT 


Magazine 
5959 HOLLYWOOO BLVD., L. A. 28, CALIF. 


C0 3.00 for 12 months Check 


(CD 5.00 fer 24 months ay 


Neme 
Address 
City 





TONNEAU COVE 


For convertibles in two sleek sporty 
styles; protects car‘interiors from dust, 
dampness, hot ie sudden downpours, etc. 
Custom §S; ports Car Style, illustrated, 
un-zips when driver is only 

occupant, keeping the rest of car covered. 
Also, a full tonneau cover extending over 
windshield is available. High quality 
material, fine custom workmanship, easy 
installation features. From $37.50. 

Come in or write. Robbins Auto Top Co., 
1453 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, Calif. 


TORNADO 6-VOLT CHEV STARTER 


Attention “Engine Swappers.” Just what 
you need when installing 200 hp plus Chev 
engine in a tired flathead Ford, 

Plymouth, Chev 6, etc. Costs no more than 
Chev 12-volt starter and solenoid. Use your 
present 6-volt battery and generator. 

No need to buy new 12-volt equipment. 
Fits all 1955-56 models, including 
Corvette. Starter and Solenoid . . . $47.50. 
Write: TORNADO ENG. CO., 

1143 E. 14th St. cc, Oakland 5, Calif. 


CAR CRAF 
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HOME BATTERY CHARGER 

The-““Battery Buoy” is available in two 
models to handle either six- or twelve-volt 
systems. The user merely plugs the unit 
into normat 110-volt 60-cycte current, 
and clips the two leads onto the 

battery terminal. The charger does the rest. 
Manufacturer states this is of the safe, 
two-coil design. Price, $19.95. Write 

Mr. Hosler, Buckeye Stamping Co., 

555 Marion Rd., Columbus 7, O. 
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and models from 1920 


through 195¢' 


Ficess shad 25¢ so be pay c a 
andling costs. e credit 
order for $5.00 or more. Mail 


1.6. WINTHEY & €8., 1817(c+1}ircher Ave., Chicage 18, Mineis 


CMU e Te ae 


* J. C. WHITNEY & CO., 1917 C-23 Archer A: hs 
] Chicago 16, Illinois eee 





Do you own a 41-48 
CHEVROLET? 


Te dress it up — replace those old worn out plastic 
dash panels with these highly polished beduties. 
Price — $3.00 (set)®OC.0.D. orders. 


See your dealer or order from — 


3021 Nebraska, 
DEPT. C.C.-11 Santa Monica, Calif. 


MANEUVERABLE 
FUN' FAST! SAFE 
a, a 


dR 
GLAS 
BODY 


$295 SABRE, fits Cresiey, Fiat, or any 78-82" Wh 


and performance at FRACTION OF USUAL COST! 


BEAT OUT — AGAIN? 
Dear Sir: 


its way to completion about the time you 
introduced your “Customizing The Chevy” 
series. Seems our thoughts run the sam 

channel. The car has a '54 Chev engine with 
special ignitor, dual carburetors and exhaust. 
Grille is 54 Pontiac, taillights °55 Plymouth 
and headlights have been fitted with '55 Olds 


a nt needy 


headlight rims. 56 Buick Roadmaster side 
trim is installed breaking off at the rear fen- 
der. The car has been lowered some three 
inches — and dll the work mentioned :was done 
by yours truly! 
— John Bengston 
Willmar, Minnesota 

lt looks as though you and CAR CRAFT have 
built a pair of “‘Gold Dust” twins, John.— Ed. 


CAR CRA 





Dear Sir: 

I buy your magazine every month and sure 
do enjoy your how-to-do-it articles. If you 
don’t believe me then check out some of the 
customizing that I have done to my '50 Merc. 
I borrowed a welding outfit for the necessary 
welding, but when it came to leading, etc., 


* r hp 


I used a small Bernze-Matic hand torch. The 
hood is nosed and all trim is removed from 
the deck lid. Headlights were frenched using 
the stock headlight rims. The rear door han- 
dles have been removed. The grille bar is 
an accessory item. I’m a member of the “Fair 
View Rockers”. 
— Pete Bojowski Jr 
Holyoke, Mass. 


VY, MIDGETS 
Las Vegas National Race, new car kits, 
special speed equipment. 

How to install late Olds V8 in T-Bird. 

FULL COVERAGE 
Bonneville Speed Trials—National Drag Results 
ON SALE AT ALL NEWSSTANDS 

NOVEMBER 8th 
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| EARN MONEY AND 
+ GET EXPERIENCE AS 
| TRAIN AT HOME! 


~ a 
Be A Full-Time Top-Pay 
Auto Mechanic 


It’s fun to tinker with your car engine—but it’s 
downright enjoyable to be a full-fledged me- 
chanic! Yes, you'll like the nice work, the big 
pay, the bright future this field offers. Thou- 
sands of mechanics are needed. You can train 


You quickly locate engine trou- 
bles with these essential instru- 


_ YOU GET QUALITY MECHANIC'S TOOLS 


You also get this fine-quality 


You've just joined the club, Pete, nice job.— Ed. | %¢tof mechanic’s tools. 


help you get experience 
while training, do a 
repairing for profit. Both 
Tune-Up Kit and Tool Set 


are yours to use—and keep. = 
No extra cost! >> aa 


MAILTODAY FOR 2 FREE BOOKS 
eT laadt hm dah e eaa Raha 
Greenleaf Ave. Dept. A-369 


26, Iinois 
28-page book, ‘‘Big Monzy in Auto Me- 


** Also send Somple Lesson. Both FREE. 
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Customizing With The 


"PLASTIC SURGEON’ 


OW, FOR THE FIRST time in customiz- 

ing history, a complete restyling kit is 
available for '49-’50, and ’51 Fords. This new 
kit is made up of pre-cast fiberglass compo- 
nents and bolt-on accessories. Such a package 
came about when Lee Rockwell, a 16-year-old 
youth from Tustin, California, in searching 
for an easy method to conservatively restyle 
his °49 Ford tudor, collaborated with the 






Woodhill Fiber Glass Body Corporation, of 
Downey, California. Lee told them what he 
wanted, which included nosing the hood, shav- 
ing the trunk lid, molding the grille cavity, 
installing shaded headlights, frenching the 
taillights, etc. Accommodating Lee's wishes, 
the Woodhill firm went to work and devel- 
oped certain pre-cast fiberglass parts which, 
when adapted, transposed his ’49 Ford into a 
shining showpiece. One of the large advan- 
tages of this new kit, is that there is no expen- 
sive body tools required, only hand tools are 
deemed necessary to accomplish each of the 


restyling projects. 
CAR CRAFT 


A NEW CONCEPT IN CUSTOMIZING — 
complete restyling kit for all 
*49-'50, and '51 Fords 


Text and Photos by Jim Potter 


The key to this easy 
customizing method, of 
course, is the use of the 
prefabricated fiberglass 
parts. These consist of a 
molded grille piece, a hood 
filler piece (not necessary on 
the 51 Ford), shaded headlight 
components and molded taillight 
housings — all bonded to the metal 
of the body with a proven “plastic 
surgery”. method. 
The “Plastic Surgeon” kit, as it is called, 
contains the materials required to do any one 
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Customizing With The 


PLASTIC SURGEON 


See , a 
t ‘Op, § 3) SS 

Pictured bere is the complete “Plastic Surgeon” kit for '49/50, and ’S1 Fords. 
Components cas be identified and priced by corresponding part's number with 
price list at right. Kit can be purchased as a complete unit or by individual 
parts. For information write: Lee Rockwell, Post Office Box 1, Tustim, California. 







or all of the customizing projects. Secret ingre- 
dient of the kit is a new epoxy resin and catalyst 
hardener that has been found to be entirely 
satisfactory in bonding glass fiber to metal as 
permanently as a metal-to-metal weld job. 

The basic procedure for customizing with 
the “Plastic Surgeon” kit is as follows. You 
first remove the chrome that you want to re- 
place with that one-piece lagk; clean the metal 
completely bare of all paint, wax and grease; 
mix just enough “Plastic Surgeon” epoxy 
resin and catalyst hardener to do the particular 
job you’re working on at the moment; saturate 
the fiberglass mat with the mixture and apply 
to the area being reworked. You allow this 
to dry, exposing the working area to direct 
sunlight or heat lamps to shorten the curing 
time, and then finish off the surface much the 
same as you would metal. Sounds simple, and 
it is. And, anyone can do it. 

As proof of the quality of work that can 
be achieved, take a look at young Rockwell’s 
smooth '49 Ford. He did all the work himself 


OUTSIDE LAMINATION 


Wily 


Here is end view showing you how to make 
material laminations for the hood filling 
story that follows on the next page. Holes 
are first drilled im the hood trough. Out- 
side lamination is made, followed by an 
underneath lamination which bonds the 
two materials together for added strength. 


OUTSIDE LAMINATION 
ws 
INSIDE LAMINATION 7 

The above illustration shows method used 
to fill any trim hole, etc. Hole to be 
filled is first countersunk. slightly. Next, 
make your outside lamination of glass 
mat and resin. On the underneath side 
of the hole, make another lamination 
that will bond with the outside patch. 
When material is dry, grind off outside 
material to height of metal surface. 
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with occasional help from fellow custom car 
enthusiasts, using only the prefabricated fiber- 
glass pieces mentioned earlier for all body re- 
styling and “bolt-on” custom accessories for 
all of the finishing touches. 

In order to make the process more specific 
and easily understandable, on the following 
pages you will find a complete step-by-step 
photo story on nosing the hood of Lee’s ’49 
Ford. In subsequent issues, we're going to 
follow Rockwell's other customizing projects. 
You'll be able to modernize your own car by 
following these detail photos on molding a 
grille, installing shaded fiberglass headlights, 
frenching the taillights, filling side trim holes, 
and finishing the ’49 Ford to auto show con- 
dition. All inquiries on this new and easy 
fiberglass customizing kit are now being han- 
died through Lee Rockwell. He has compiled 
complete information on the kit as well as 
manufacturer’s brochures on the bolt-on acces- 
sory items. Write: Lee Rockwell, P.O. Box 1, 
Tustin, California. 


NOSING AND DECKING 
1. Plastic Surgeon kit 
MOLDING GRILLE 
2. Molded fiberglass grille piece 
{includes small piece for hood 


3. 1954 Pontiac chrome grille bar.... 
4. Two Ford chrome pieces, cut from 
parking light 
SHADED HEADLIGHTS 
5. Molded fiberglass shaded 
headlights 
FRENCHED TAILLIGHTS 
6. Molded fiberglass frenched 
taillights 
CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
7. Chrome license plate frame. 
8. Ford Crestliner side chrome 
9. Sure-Fit seat covers, headliner, 
kick panels, including armrests... 
10. Safety belts (two sets) 
11. Belond Equal-Flow Exhaust system 
12. Chrome tailpipe extension 
tips, each 
13. 
14. Electric rear deck and door 


50.20 


15. Rear seat radio speaker............. 
. 16. Ah-oo00-ga horn 
17. Snap-on white sidewalls for 
Teg ce 
18. Chrome wheel discs, four 
19. Rear lowering blocks 
20. Front lowering spindles . 
21. Rear fender skirts. 6.95 
$410.72 
CONTINUED 
13 





Customizing With The 


PLASTIC SURGEON 


The “Plastic Surgeon” kit contaims all 
secessary materials for removing trim and 
filling holes. Selling price is $5.95. 


i 


2. Drill. extra boles three inches apart 
with YQ" drill allowing resin to seep 
through trough to underneath lamination. 


4. Mix fwe parts of “Plastic Surgeon” 
resin with one part catalyst hardener. 
Stir solution 5 minutes before applying. 


14 


1. Thoroughly clean all paint from trough 
with electric grinder or sandpaper. Use 


solvent to remove wax and oil from groove, 


3. Cut strip of fiberglass mat to fill 
hood. Glass cloth is mot used since 
pattern shows through finished surface. 


5. Thoroughly saturate fiberglass mat with 


resin to fill hood trough. Rubber gloves| ‘ovit 
are recommended. Avoid skin contact,\ for 





; we H » % é i ae » 

6. Fill hood trough completely, working 7. Wish —— thoroughly dry, grind sur- 
air bubbles out of resin with spoon. Next, face smooth with sanding disc. A fine dust 
make your underneath side lamination. will be evident if glass is properly cured. 


c Lx Me 3 
8. Using #320 wet or dry naan with 9. ). With the bood senie smoothly oeuilell 
water, blocksand complete working area now spray on prime paint. Sand again to 
removing all the surface irregularities. perfection before applying finish paint. 


cavity using pre-cast fiberglass parts. Covered also will be hood filler piece 
for ’49’50 models and the installation of the '54 Pontiac center grille bar. 
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HORTLY AFTER he had won the stock car 
division of the 1956 Pikes Peak Hill Climb 
last fourth of July in Colorado, Jerry Unser Jr., 
was in Los Angeles on a business trip and I 
managed to corner him for a couple of hours 
to toss a few hundred questions at him. What 
I wanted: to find out was just how did a young 
fellow 23 years old get enough experience to 
win the toughest hill climb in the United States? 
“Since I was four or five years old,” Jerry 
told me, “I can remember dreaming of the day 
when I would drive a race car up Pikes Peak 
and of course these dreams always included me 
as the winner. My dad, Jerry Sr., and my uncle, 
Louis Unser, have been racing up the hill as 
long as I can remember and it was only natural 
that some of the enthusiasm they have for the 
race should rub off on me.” 

“When was the first time that you actually 
drove up the mountain, Jerry?”, I asked. 

“I rode up the mountain several times when 
I was young, but only as a spectator when the 
family went to watch dad and Uncle Louis 
race,” said Jerry. “I didn’t actually drive a car 
of any type up the mountain until after I was 
discharged from the Navy in 1955.” 

Jerry started his racing career at the age of 
15 when he began driving jalopies on the dirt 
tracks around Albuquerque, New Mexico, his 
home town. He did real well at this type of rac- 
ing with his dad around to give him a few 
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Jerry Unser Jr., tells how 
he got the driving know-how for such a race 


driving tips and also to teach him a few 
mechanical tricks. At the age of 18, Jerry 
joined the Navy and thus entered a four year 
period where normally his race driving would 
have been shelved. Fortunately, three of his 
four years were spent in Hawaii where one of 
the hottest beehives of modified racing activity 
in the world is located. It is not uncommon for 
150 cars and 25,000 spectators to turn out for 
some of the Hawaiian modified races. 

Jerry quickly fell into place in this type of 
racing which strongly resembled his old jalopy 
days. He won the Hawaii NASCAR champion- 
ship in 1953 driving modifieds and although 
he missed several races during the 1954 season, 
he was runnerup. Some of the races he won 
during this period were driven with a broken 
arm he had picked up in a race accident. 
Jerry had the cast split down either side and 
would take it off before he went to the stadium 
for a race. After driving and usually winning 
the race, he would slip the cast back on and 
patch up the cracks with a little plaster of Paris. 

The Navy kept him pretty busy in 1955 so 
he didn’t have too much opportunity to keep 
up the modified racing although he did do a 
little sports car racing with a Triumph TR-2, 
always winning his class easily. He also entered 
a two mile hill climb with his TR-2 and shut 
down all opposition handily despite some 
being bigger, more powerful cars. 
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Just prior to the 1955 Labor Day running 
of the Pikes Peak hill climb, Jerry got out of 
the Navy and headed for Colorado Springs to 

ee if he could find a car owner who would 
trust him with a race car. Joe Coniff had a car 
which had won five times previously with Al 
Rogers driving and since Al was retiring from 
the hill climb, Joe needed a driver. Jerry 
either did a good job of selling himself or Joe 
had enough respect for the name of Unser to 
give him a try because he got the job. Now, all 
Jerry needed was a little experience since he 
still had never even driven a passenger car 
up the hill. 

“How did you learn to drive the hill, Jerry?”, 

asked. 

“First, I got a job driving one of the Grey 
Line Cadillac limousines that took tourists up 
the road to the top of the Peak,” answered 
Jerry, “but I couldn't go too fast because the 
passengers would squawk. Trying to memorize 
all of the 180 turns on the 12 mile climb 
didn’t work too well either since the tourists 
were naturally always asking me questions. 
After two weeks of this with the race only 
two weeks away, I decided that if I was going 
to get anywhere on race day, I was going to 
have to learn more about the road than I had 
by driving the limousine. So, I quit. I got into 
my Own Caf, a 53 Willys F-head, and started 


“Most of the time, there was too much traffic 
on the road to actually try for speed so I con- 
centrated mostly on learning the road so that 
I would know what was on the other side of 
each curve and also just what the road surface 
condition would be at any given point. Once in 
a while just after the road opened at six o'clock 
in the morning, there would be no traffic to 
worry about and I could try for a little speed 
and cornering technique. I split the road up 
into three sections. First was the bottom section 
from the start t0 Glen Cove, the winter ski 
lodge just below the halfway point; the second 
section was from the Cove to the gravel pit, 

bout three miles from the top; and the third 
section from the gravel pit to the top.” 
Jerry then went on to explain the three 
sections in this way. “The first section up to 
the Cove is the hardest part because you can 
get going pretty fast, sometimes nearly 100 
mph, the curves .and road conditions vary 
widely and most important of all, you are 
below the timber line and the trees prevent 
you from seeing the road very far ahead.” 
“Just after you pass the Cove,” Jerry went 


one, “the road passes above the timber line and 
you can see a little more of where you are 
going, the only trouble here being that you 
are now in the switchback area where the road 
zigzags its way up the barren face of the 
mountain and a slip could mean a pretty long 
fall. Although I call the first section the hardest, 
this is the more dangerous because if you leave 
the road down below there are trees and brush 
to break the fall, up in the switchbacks, there 
is nothing but a long drop. The top section 
above the gravel pit is the easiest of the three 
but there are still plenty of places where you 
can get in real trouble.” 

Jerry's practice sessions paid off pretty good 
for him in 1955, he took fourth place and 
might have done much better had he not bob- 
bled once. He took one of the switchback curves 
too fast and got partially off the road, fortunate- 
ly where there was a shoulder, ending up with 
a bent rear wheel. In his hurry to get going 
again, Jerry jammed the transmission in second 
gear and had to run the remainder of the race 
in second when he could have used high gear 
for much of the distance and gone faster. 

For the 195@%agce, Jerry arrived in Colorado 
Springs two weeks prior to the race on the 
fourth of July and called a car owner who had 
some months before offered him a ride. The 
car owner was too busy on the USAC cham- 
pionship circuit to get his hill climb car ready 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 58 


Winning form is displayed by Jerry Unser 
on hairpin corner covered with loose dirt. 
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By Don Francisco Photos by Ray Brock 


more-on getting the most from your car 
by investing a little time and very little money 


Rar CORRODED battery cable terminals should be removed from the bat- 
tery and cleaned with a solution of baking soda and water. The baking soda 
solution neutralizes the acid in the corrosion and loosens it, enabling it to be flushed 
away with water. Battery boxes and other parts that have been subjected to the effects 
of battery acid for too long a time may have to be replaced. Before installing the 
terminals of old or new cables on the posts of a battery, scrape the inner surfaces of 
the terminals with a knife and open them so they can be easily slipped over the posts. 
‘The nuts on the terminal bolts must be tightened snugly but care must be taken when 
tightening them to not twist or bend the battery posts so much that they are torn 
loose from the plates in the cells. Check the level of the water in the battery’s cells 
and, if necessary, fill them to the specified level with distilled water. 

Tighten the intake and exhaust manifold nuts and bolts while the engine is at 
operating temperature. Don’t lean too hard on these particular nuts and bolts because 
they sometimes break easily but be sure they are all tight. It’s also a good idea to 
tighten the cylinder head nuts or capscrews as part of an engine tune up but don’t 
try this without a torque wrench. Modern engines are touchy about the tension of 
their head bolts and an amateur mechanic can create trouble for himself by getting 
them too tight or leaving them too loose. 

If a torque wrench is available tighten the head nuts to the specified torque and 
according to the pattern recommended by the manufacturer of the engine. The nuts 
or capscrews of engines with cast-iron heads should be tightened while the engine 
is hot but those of engines with aluminum heads should be tightened when the 
engine is cool. It is sometimes necessary to loosen head nuts or capscrews just enough 
to break set they have taken before they can be accurately torqued to correct tension. 
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1. Strong solution of baking soda and wa- 
ter is best for removing battery acids. 


Many engines are now equipped with hy- 
draulic valve lifters but there are still several 
that have solid valve actuating systems with 
some sort of means for adjusting the clearance 
between -the ends of the valves and their re- 
spective lifter or rocker arm. The actual meth- 
od of adjusting valve clearances will depend 
on the design of the engine but the primary 
purpose is to establish the correct clearance 
under the conditions specified by the engine’s 
manufacturer. The valve clearances of most 
engines are supposed to be adjustable while 
they are at operating temperature and running 
but there are some that require valve settings 
to be made when the engines are cold. 

When adjusting a valve’s clearance, use a 
thickness gauge of the correct thickness to 
measure the gap between the end of the valve 
stem and its rocker arm or lifter. Increase of 
decrease the clearance as required until it is 
equal to the thickness of the gauge. The correct 
clearance is determined by the fit of the gauge, 
which should be neither loose nor tight, be- 
tween the end of the valve and the member 
that actuates it. Be sure that none of the valves 
are given less than the specified clearance. 
When replacing valve chamber or rocker arm 
covers make sure their gaskets fit correctly. 

If the engine has a manifold heater valve 
in the exhaust system of the butterfly type that 
has a shaft through the exhaust manifold or 
pipe and a counterweight on one end of the 
shaft, check the shaft to determine whether 
it will ‘rotate freely. A shaft that has frozen 
tight and can’t be moved can possibly be 
loosened and made operative again by lightly 
tapping its ends to move it back and forth 
endwise while, at the same time, pressure is 
exerted to rotate it back and forth. Quick en- 
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2 Carefully remove cable from battery, 
remove bolt, then soak in soda solution. 


gine warm up, as well as good high speed per- 
formance, depend on free operation of the 
manifold heater valve. 

Next in line for attention is the engine's 
fuel system. This includes the fuel pump, fuel 
filters, fuel lines, carburetor, and air cleaner. 
The filter on the fuel pump and any filter of 
the accessory type that was installed after the 
car left the factory can be cleaned by removing 
their sediment bowl and filtering element and 
washing the bowl and element in clean gaso- 
line or solvent. The filtering elements in some 
types of accessory filters have such small open- 
ings for fuel to flow through that they often 
become plugged with the gum present in some " 
gasolines and must be soaked in carburetor 
cleaner or similar liquid to be made usable 
again. It’s possible for a filtering element of 
this type, or any other type, for that matter, 
to become so tightly plugged with gum or 
solid material that it will not pass sufficient 
fuel for the engine to run. 

It’s not good practice to disturb the sediment 
bowl on a filter or fuel pump unless a new 
gasket for the bow! is at hand. Gaskets of the 
type used in filters and pumps dry and shrink 
with age and seldom seal as they should when 
they are reused. A leaky bowl gasket may not 
only leak fuel but it may also leak air if it is 
on the vacuum side of the pump, causing the 
pumping capacity of the pump to be reduced. 

While you’re working on the fuel pump 
inspect the flexible hose between it and the 
fuel line from the tank for kinks, cracks, brit- 
tleness, signs of air or fuel leakage, and loose 
connections. A hose that isn’t in good condi- 
tion should be replaced before it fails on the 
road. 

CONTINUED 


19 





; * 


~ 


5 Sovape incidé of cable to provide 6 
clean contacting surface when reinstalled. 


Carburetors, because of their complex na- 
ture, present something of a problem to the 
backyard tune up artist. Most modern carbu- 
fetors are so constructed that special tools and 
gauges must be used to take them apart and 
reassemble them correctly and special cleaning 
solutions are required to remove the deposits 
that collect on their interior surfaces and im- 
pair their operation. About all one can do to 
a carburetor if he doesn’t have these tools 
and cleaners is tighten its mounting nuts and 
adjust its idle mixture and idle speed. 

Before adjusting the carburetor remove its 
air cleaner and clean it according to the direc- 
tions on the cleaner or as specified by the 
manufacturer of the automobile. While the 
ait cleaner i$ off the carburetor inspect the 
choke mechanism for binding or other signs 


5. New cable bolts are next liberally 
greased to protect them from acid foam. 
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ENGINE TUNE-UP PART II ...:.... 


LU 


4. Scraper or knife removes corrosion on 
battery post for good electrical contact. 


of faulty operation. Some automatic chokes 
have a small screen in their thermostat hous- 
ing that can be removed for cleaning. How- 
ever, before removing the thermostat housing 
cover note the position of its reference mark 
in relation to the marks on the housing so 
the cover can be replaced in its correct position 
without difficulty. Be sure the spring in the 
cover engages the choke shaft lever correctly 
when the cover is replaced. 

The best method of adjusting the idle range 
of a carburetor is by attaching a vacuum gauge 
to the engine’s intake manifold and then turn- 
ing the idle mixture screws in and out to find 
the settings at which the highest vacuum is 
developed. When the point of highest vacuum 
is found, turn each of the screws out, or in 
the direction to richen the mixture, a fraction 


6. Always use two wrenches when working 
on clamps so battery posts won't suffer. 
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7. Heavy grease over post and cable end 
prevent acid foam, keep connection good. 


ae 
, ie 8: 
a a 
of a turn to richen the mixture a slight amount. 
Adjusting the idle a bit on the rich side will 
prevent its being lean at a later time when 
atmospheric conditions change. 

To adjust the idle mixture without a vacu- 
um gauge, turn the adjusting screws in and 
out slowly and alrernately until the smoothest 
idle speed is obtained. Then turn the screws 


out, as described before, to allow the air-fuel 


9. Use pry bar to hold generator in prop- 
er position, remove belt slack, tighten. 


ratio of the mixture to be just a bit richer 
than is required for the smoothest idle. After 
the mixture has been adjusted it will probably 
be necessary to adjust the throttle stop screw 
to obtain the correct idle speed. The idle speed 
of cars with automatic transmissions should 
be adjusted with the transmission in Drive 
range so the engine won't die at stop signs. 
Be sure to set the hand brake securely before 
putting the transmission in gear so the car 
won't run over someone while you're playing 
with the carburetor. 
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8. Use only distilled water the fill bat- 
tery and don’t fill above specified level. 


Loose fan and generator belts in usable con- 
dition can be tightened but worn, frayed, or 
greasy belts should be replaced. The tension 
of belts is usually adjusted by one of two 
methods: either the generator is pivoted or 
otherwise moved to take up slack in the bele, 
or an idler pulley is pivoted on its mount to 
achieve the same effect. Belts of the earlier, 
wide type should not be tightened to as great 


10. Air cleaner should be serviced regu- 
larly. Use heavy oil, but don’t overfill. 


a tension as the narrower and much smaller 
belts now being used on practically all auto- 
mobile engines. The larger belts should show 
a small amount of slack between their pulleys 
when pressure is exerted on them but the 
smaller type should be fairly tight. Do not, 
however, tighten a small belt bow-string tight 
because extreme tightness in a belt places ex- 
cessive side loads on the bearings in water 


pumps and generators. 
CONTINUED 
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11. Fuel filter should be checked often, 
removed to drain water, other sediment. 


Check the cooling system for leaks, rotted 
or cracked radiator or heater hoses, and rusty 
or oily water in the radiator. Leaks at joints 
between water hoses and the radiator or en- 
gine can often be stopped by tightening the 
clamps on the hoses. Rotted or cracked hoses 
should be replaced with new hoses of the cor- 
rect- type- and--size- Before- installing a new 
hose use a wire brush or scraper to clean the 
fittings to which it will be clamped so the 
hose will have a clean surface on which to 
seat. Some fellows use gasket sealer on hose 
fittings but this isn’t necessary if the fittings 
and the inside of the hose are clean. 

This might be a good time to change to a 
summer or winter thermostat, or thermostats, 
as the case may be. If a change of thermostat 
is in order, remove the thermostat housing, 
the housing gasket, and the thermostat from 
the engine and scrape the housing’s gasket 
surface and its mating surface on the engine 
to remove any particles of gasket or accumu- 
lations of rast or corrosion. Place the new 
ees to enna Aeongienenh dete 


ea 
eee. 


14. Vacuum gauge can be bought cheap, 
is helpful in carburetor idle adjustment. 


kh 


12. Clean glass bowl, ation brittle cork 
gasket and clean fine mesh screen. 


the housing and a new gasket in place. Be sure 
the housing and thermostat are centered cor- 
rectly in relation to each other while the cap- 
screws that hold the housing in place are be- 
ing tightened; otherwise, the housing may be 
broken by the pressure of the capscrews. 
Leaks in the radiator or its tanks will re- 
quire the professional services of a radiator 
repair man and a radiator full of rust, scale, 
or with an oily scum on its interior surfaces 


13. Check carburetor base bolts and intake 
manifold bolts but do not overtighten. 


15. Remove old radiator boses, check ther- 
mostats and clean all gasket surfaces. 
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16. Garden bose can be used to back flush 
block and radiator to remove rust, scale. 


may require a “boiling-out”’ treatment at a 
radiator shop. A cooling system that isn’t in 
too bad a condition as far as rust and grease 
are concerned can often be cleaned satisfac- 
torily at home by using one of the many solu- 
tions available for this purpose. One thing 
to remember, though, when using solutions of 
this type is to follow the instructions provided 
with them as closely as possible to eliminate 
the possibility of a poor cleaning job or bad 
aftereffects. A shot of rust inhibitor in the 
radiator after the cleaning treatment will re- 
tain the cooling system’s clean condition for 


18. New hoses of proper size are next but 
don’t use grease or any other lubricant. 


20. Water pump lubricant and rust inbib- 
itor will keep cooling system in condition. 
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17. Radiator outlet, inlets should be 
wire brushed before installing new hoses. 
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several months. Most auto parts stores and 
agencies can supply several brands of inhibitor. 

Carefully done, a home tune up following 
this outline should correct many of the more 
common ills that beset an automobile engine 
and, just as important, prevent the probability 
of a good many failures frequently experi- 
enced on the road. But for the sake of your 
mental well-being and supply of spending loot, 
don’t get carried away with your prowess and 
try to bull your way through some part of the 
engine or its accessories you don’t understand. 
This can only lead to sadness. 


anes 
21. Inside view of old bose shows bow de- 
posits cut down size, clog radiator core. 
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“W" type headers lead into « 
large chrome exhaust pipe with 
cycle type megphones for the 
drags while the regular exhaust 
system is routed from the bot- 
tom of the pipe to stock Willys 
mufflers located beneath the 
car. Neat ignition wiring comes 
from converted Zepbyr ignition. 


i. 


Photos by Joe Moore 


Power for Randy Chadock’s 
short-coupled Bantam coupe is 
a’48 Merc with ¥ bore, Y4 inch 
stroke and 286 cu. m. Howard 
ground the cam, heads are Fen- 


ton, intake manifold is by Nav- 
arro. Car was built mostly for 
show, therefore much chrome. 





Randy located bis 31 Austin Bantam coupe body in a back 
yard being used as a doll house. The frame is ’29 Ford 
stepped and shortened to 88 inches wheelbase. Running gear 
is model A and trans is Zephyr. Paint is lemon yellow. 


ee ad 


Interior is Naugabyde and frieze with 
black carpets. Radio is set bebind seat 
' and dash panel is custom made, Ken Ferris 
of Burbank, Calif., did the interior work. 


Curly Davis from a 
Randy's bome town, _—— 
bank, did metal work on wheel 
wells and rolled rear section. 
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CHRYSLER V-8 °"™ 


IN HUDSON PACEMARER }: 


almost four years have gone by since this engine 


swap was made but the car is still going strong 
f Photos by Colin Creitz 


ENGI SWAPS continue to be the subject 
about which the most mail arrives each 
month in our technical department so here we 
go with another one. This swap was made back 
in 1952 by Don Francisco and myself with a 
new "52 Chrysler V8 engine and my 1950 
Hudson Pacemaker as the chassis. One reason 
why these pictures were dug up at this late 
date is that we have received several inquiries 
about engine swaps for Hudsons and also have 
had letters asking just what can be done when 
there is not enough clearance between the 
engine being installed and the firewall. 

The Pacemaker chassis was ofiginally 
chosen because it was the smallest of the Hud- 
son cars at that time and the reason for the 
Hudson was that the "48-’54 models were very 
stable cats at high speeds. The purpose in 
mind for the car was strictly a highway car 
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and not a dragging machine so for this reason 
the Hudson transmission and overdrive were 
retained and adapted to the Chrysler engine. 
For drags, a stronger gear box of the early 
Cad-LaSalle variety would be better. 

As with any engine swap, the first move 
was to remove the hood, radiator and old en- 
gine so that the new engine could be tried for 
size. Lowering the Chrysler into the Pacemaker 
engine compartment and moving it back to 
the firewall as far as it would go immediately 
confirmed what we had predetermined by 
measurements, the firewall stopped the engine 
about three inches before it was back far 
enough to fit the adaptor that had been made 
to bolt the Chrysler V8 to the Hudson trans- 
mission. At this point, there were two ways 
to go, either move the engine back to the 
trans or move the trans forward to the engine. 
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To keep the weight of the heavier Chrysler 
back and eliminate any modifications to the 
Hudson center steering, we decided to chop 
the firewall and locate the engine rearward 
to engage the trans in stock position. 

The adaptor between engine and trans was 
made of three thicknesses of 3% inch steel 
plate, one 16 inches in diameter to match the 
Chrysler bell housing, another of the same 
diameter but only 1 inch wide to space the 
first piece from the bell housing and a third 
piece to space the trans from the large di- 
ameter section. The Hudson front bearing 
retainer was used as a pattern for machining 
the latter piece so that the retainer would 
esroperly fit between adaptor and trans. The 

nose on the retainer was modified to fit a ’49’ 
Ford throwout bearing hub which used a Ford 
truck throwout bearing. The throwout arm 
was also ’49 Ford hooked to the adaptor plate 
by means of a matching fulcrum. An eleven 
inch clutch disc to replace the Hudson wet 
disc could not be found to match the small 
Hudson spline on the main drive gear so one 
had to be made. The center hub from the old 
wet disc was cut loose and machined down 
to a smooth straight side. The inside of a 
disc from a '38 Chrysler eight (11 inch) was 
then machined out until the modified Hudson 
clutch hub could be pressed in. A penetrating 

weld around the hub on each side of the 

isc completed the clutch transformation. 
Incidentally, this same disc is still in use in 
the car today. 

The Hudson pilot bearing could not be 
used since it was an open type designed for 
use with the wet clutch so a sealed bearing 
of the proper internal size was found in a 
Timken catalogue and an adaptor machined 
to fit the bearing to the end of the Chrysler 
crankshaft (see photos). 

The column shift linkage was moved from 
the top to the bottom of the steering column 
and then shortened so that it was located 
higher on the column where it would not 
interfere with the left cylinder head. Clutch 
linkage was routed through a bell crank 
mounted at the rear of the brake master cyl- 
inder from where it went forward to activate 
the clutch throwout arm. 

With the rear of the engine hooked to the 
trans and new mounts fabricated for the front 
of the engine, a new firewall was the next 
move. The exposed rear of the engine was 
covered with cloth and cardboard for backing 
and protection, then casting plaster formed 


over the large hole that had been made in 
the firewall. After the plaster had been con- 
toured to meet the original firewall at the 
edges, a female plaster mold was made from 
this new shape. The female mold was then 
used to form a new firewall section of fiber- 
glass which was anchored to the remaining 
firewall by sheet metal screws. A 

The electrical system on the Hudson was 
left unchanged by using the Hudson generator 
on the Chrysler engine. Dual exhausts were 
skillfully routed through the tight Hudson 
undercarriage by Sonny's Muffler Company of 
Monterey Park. Although a gap of almost 
twelve inches existed between the Chrysler fan 
and the Hudson radiator, there was no over- 
heating problem even during traffic jams. 

Immediately after the engine swap was 
finished, the car was driven to the Bonneville 
salt flats where the 52 Nationals were taking 
place and with less than 800 miles on the en- 
gine, driven through at a speed of 107.5 mph. 
This was with the engine completely stock 
(rated 185 horsepower) and only a two barrel 
carburetor. A four barrel carburetor was later 
adapted to the stock manifold and the speed 
checked by tachometer at approximately 118 
mph. The smooth body lines of the 1950 two 
door Brougham sedan are unquestionably 
among the most streamlined ever to be used 
on an American production car. 

The car was sold just this year and at last 
report still going strong with the new owner 
contemplating a bit of engine modifications for 
increased horsepower. Unless I’m mistaken, 
this should make it a real bomb. 


Chrysler V8 with adapted Hudson trans- 
mission ready to go into engine compart- 
ment above. Note firewall section gone. 
CONTINUED 
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1. Engine mount at right is stock Hudson 
and other was fabricated, welded im to 
support much shorter overhead valve V8. 


Wks sand aet'be fecud to ft small 
Hudson spline so one had to be made. 
Hudson byb bas been machined to press fit. 
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5. Eleven inch Borg and Beck pressure 
plate is heavy duty type used in large Chrys- 
ler straight eights and also Dodge trucks. 


2. Clutch disc is early Chrysler 11 inch 
with splined bub machined to bold cut 
down Hudson. disc bub at the lower right. 


4. Penetrating arc weld on both sides of 
disc make adaption secure. W et rags around 
disc prevented warpage from the arc beat. 


6. Rear view of homemade adaptor. The 
two large holes to left of center are for 
shifting rails which slide from the case. 
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. Front view reveals stock Hudson rear 8. Throwout arm is ’49 Ford, bearing is 
motor mount adapted to plate, ’49 Ford Ford truck. Lower section of Chrysler bell 
throwout arm fulcrum and shield for rail. housing was notched for arm movement. 
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9. Left to right, Hudson retaimer, 10. Hudson center steering cleared Chrys- 
lengthened retainer, pilot bearing adaptor ler oil pan in straight position but pan 
and small sealed Timken pilot bearing. needed dent to give clearance om turns. 
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11. Finding room for an exhaust pipedown 12. Large bell crank was anchored near 

master cylinder so that clutch linkage 


the left side of the car was quite a prob- 
lem. Steering misses the starter easily. could be operated with heavy offset rod. 
CONTINUED 
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CHRYSLER V-S IN HUDSON PACEMAKER continued 


13. Making a new firewall was quite a job. 
Plaster mold was formed over rear of en- 
gime from inside the car with edges of the 
mold fitting the existing firewall metal. 


15. Stock Chrysler ignition is almost bidden 
back under new firewall section but can 
be quickly removed by moving the coil. 
The throttle cable is Harley-Davidson. 


14. Female mold.was made from new shape, 
then fiberglass cloth, resin and mat used 
to form this new firewall, New section 
fits perfect, keeps the engine fumes out, 
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16. Hudson windshield wiper motor bad to 
be moved for carburetor clearance so it 
was offset to the right six inches, cables 
shortened on one side, lengthened on other. 
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17. Full flow oil filter wouldn't fit the 
block im stock position so was moved up 
front to fender panel with Ye inch neo- 
prene hoses made up to carry oil supply. 


more than enough cooling area for new V8 
even with engine 12 inches from radiator. 
Shroud wasn’t needed even in traffic jams. 
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18. Bypass valve keeps oil from draming 
out of filter when engine stops so small 
flex line was needed to carry-oil from by- 
pass valve back to engine at filler pipe. 


20. The completed job after four years of 
operation. Air cleaner is Nicson and latest 
carburetor is ’SS Cadillac Rochester. The 
generator is an original from the Hudson. 
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Photos by Bob Hardee 


ry . Robbie Martinez, operator of 
i Broadway Auto Body Shop of; 
A Chula Vista, California, just 
4 doesn’t sign off with building 


; af f only customer cars. Each year be 

I finds time to crank out a beautiful 
custom for himself. This year we find 

him tooling this dazzling golden metal- 

lic painted ’50 olds with all the trimmings. 

Chromed frame encasing three special made hor- 

zontal grille bars emanates from ’S5 Chev pickup. 
Trimless front bumper also is from Chevrolet pickup. 
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Stock Olds headlight rims 
were replaced with ’55 Cad 
rims lending shaded styling. 


Low silhouette of the aluminous sedanette is largely due 
to the radical 4 inch lowering job performed both fore and 
aft. Side trim is stock except for ’54 Merc rear fender 
trim bars that are adapted to lower portion of rear fenders. 
The long “stretched out” appearance of body is attrib- 
uted to the Cad headlight and Packard taillight combo. 
Notice how the “filled” rear fender skirts create a lower 
illusional effect by matching off with the lower body line. 


"SS Packard taillights have been built into 
the rear fenders. Small diameter welding 
rod was used to obtain the miniature 
rolled edge surrounding bullet shaped 


ME lenses. Three piece *55 Pontiac bumper 


Close up of rear fender skirt depicts 
lower filled section. Robbie spent three 
weeks in customizing bis Olds. Gold and 
black color combination was used on the 


is installed with the exhaust tips protrud- 
ing from corners. Both doors and deck 
lid are now operated by an electrical push 
button system since all exterior chrome trim 
has been discarded from these components. 


j 


interior to harmonize with exterior color. 
Riffle's Upholstery shop of seme area did all (ude 


work. Front bubcaps have 3 extra flippers 
added to hub. (see CAR CRAFT, June ’56). 
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RESTYLES 


the 


"51 Mercury 
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the newly shaped side windows. Door handles 
received the “deep six” and latches are now 
actuated by an electrical push button system. 
Probably the most effective modification in- 
corporated into the bulbous body is the wedge 
shaped trim which was created by adapting 
lower side trim pieces from a "56 DeSoto. By 
employing this method of restyling the trim, 
stock rub strips remain unaltered, making for 
a very inexpensive approach to a contrasting 
two-tone paint job. All seams have been filled 
setting body off as a complete assembly. 

Hood, Grille and Headlight Modifications 

Hood has same traditional flavor given most 
Mercs of this particular year and model, that 
of removing alli exterior chromed trim, round- 
ing front hood corners and incorporating a 


molding in another Merc grille shell of the. 
same year only in an upside down manner. 
Nestling in the new opening is a complete 
grille assembly from a °55 DeSoto. The large 
headlight rims that ate adapted to front fen- 
ders emanate from a ‘53 Buick. Front bumper 
remains stock, but has all attachment holes 
filled for trimless appearance. 
Rear Fender and Taillight Modifications 

Highlighting rear fenders are the special 
LuCite taillight lenses that are neatly tun- 
neled into corners of the body. Rear fender 
line has been extended rearward, cleverly 
circling the special taillight openings. Deck 
lid’s chrome trim has been discarded and is 


RESTYLING THE '49-'51 Mercury continved 





now operated by a manual cable release setup. 
Continuity of simplified styling is also carried 
through to the rear bumper, which has all 
bolt holes removed, duplicating that of the 
front bumper treatment. Norm’s torch capers 
lend the 49-51 Merc a new customized flavor, 
one that could be easily duplicated for a price 
just under the thousand dollar mark. Of 
course, any one of the innovations could easily 
be employed with other component crossbreed- 
ing, but basically we feel that Norm’s concept 
of styling proves easy on the eyes and a real 
threat to those enthusiasts who thrive on 
mantle hardware consisting of glittering auto 
show awards. For those of you who wish to 
contact Norm, write: Norm’s Auto Body, 4319 
West Olive, Burbank, California. 
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PARTS AND PRICE LIST Labor 

Remove trim from hood and rouitd 

front corners $ 40.00 
Build grille opening 

(Merc grille shell) 100.00 
Install grille piece, parts included 

("55 DeSoto grille) 75.00 
Adapt '53 Buick headlight rims 

onto fenders 60.00 
Remove door handles replacing with 

electrical push button system 50.00 
Adapt '56 DeSoto lower side trim 

(including parts) 50.00 
Remove door posts ond fit 

side glass 150.00 
Tunnel! special made LuCite taillights 

(including lenses) 110.00 
Shove trunk lid and install 

pull cable release 25.00 
Fill bumper attachment holes and 

rechrome (front and rear) 60.00 
Two-tone paint job including 

material) 





ONE PIECE OLDSMOBILE 


WINDSHIELDS 


FOR '49-’52 CHEVROLETS AND PONTIACS 


1. Parts ‘wonted besides “8B” Olds dine 
are; two inside clips and an exterior clip. 


2. Remove inside and outside side mold- 
ings. Work rubber loose with screwdriver. 
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ONE OF THE neatest component switches 

derived by present custom car enthusiasts 
for the '49-’52 Chevrolets and Pontiacs is that 
of replacing the stock two-piece windshields 
with a one-piece glass from a 50 Oldsmobile 
“eighty-eight”. More frontal visibility is im- 
mediately obtained with this transposition, and 
a wider body appearance is achieved. Atlantic 
Glass Company of Los Angeles was cooperative 
in running through a routine installation for 
us, and with the following photographs that we 
recorded on the spot, you should be able to 
follow through with an identical alteration 
trouble free. An Oldsmobile rear view mirror 
of the same year is easily supplemented for 
rear vision, or the stock rear view mirror can 
be repositioned and installed. 


3. Now remove the inside and the outside 
chromed center post trim from the frame. 





4. Now work windshield loose with screw- 5. While removing other section of glass, 
driver while applying pressure with foot.  usé tape to set rubber back in the channel, 


6. Cut.the center. rubber insulator- from 7. Using a fine tooth backsew, remove the 
the rubber molding with a razor blade. center post from the windshield opening. 


8. Next, trim rubber windshield molding 9. VERY IMPORTANT step is to remove 
off neatly where center post was removed. small screw from the center of the frame. 
CONTINUED 
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ONE PIECE OLDSMOBILE WINDSHIELD FOR '49-'52 CHEVS AND PONTIACS continued 


" 
+ Peres 


10. With glass completely removed from 11. Fit up the Oldsmobile glass, check the 
opening, now remove the rubber molding. fit, use a hammer to align the metal frame. 


12. Replace rubber molding along lower 13. Lubricate with light oil before squeez- 
frame arga and install Olds windshield. ing rubber and glass behind the frame. 


14. While applying pressure, use screw- 15. Work inside lip of molding under 
driver to slide molding and glass in place. metal frame using oil and a screwdriver. 
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16. Position and align outer chrome frames 
over the rubber molding and reinstall. 


& 


a 


18. The new, inside lower center frame 
clips, are now securely placed in position. 


20. A special glass “leak-proof” sealer 


is squeezed along the outer frame’s seam. 
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17. On the inside of the car securely re- 
install all the imner garnish moldings. 


‘19. The new chromed frame clip for the 
outer frame is now pressed into position. 


fl ie L$ 
21. Last step is to wipe accessive sealer 
from the frame and clean the windshield. 


ay 
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Grille effect was created by splicing ’54 Chev 
center grille bar and vertical teeth into Ford’s 
stock end bars, then backed by expanded metal. 





Side trim alterations consisted of adapting '54 Oldsmobile (88) rub strips along the 
‘rear fenders for two-tone paint divider. Three ’54 Mercury trim teeth were used along 
the lower leading edge of the Ford’s rear fenders combined with small two-toned painted 
area. Suspension systems, both front and the rear, have been lowered a full four inches. 


Photos by Eric Rickman 


Accessory continental tire kit, 
extended gravel shield and ’56 Ford 
bumper with exhaust outlets lends rear styling. 


All deck lid and hood trim has been eliminated. Headlights have been frenched to 
fenders utilizing stock rims. Forward peak of front bumper has been slightly modified 
allowing flush fit for accessory type license plate frame. Note tonneau cover arrangement. 
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"55 -'56 plymouth grille bars — 
versatile grille pieces indeed! 


Photos by Rickman, Winfield, Barris 


The ’56 Ford grille opening also lends itself nicely to the Plymouth bar. Width of 
the bar can be altered easily by modifying the small center piece for necessary fit. 
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To achieve just a slightly different effect this ’53 Chevrolet owner installed the ’55 
Plymouth bar in the grille cavity upside down, fairing it neatly into parking lights. 


Slightly angled, this Plymouth bar adap- 
tion nestles nicely in the grille cavity 
of this ’49-51 Ford. Note center piece. 


LATE GRILLE PIECE that 

seems to be making quite a 
hit with customizers recently is the 
’55-'56 Plymouth grille bars. Both 
bars are so designed that they can 
be used in almost any make or 
model with little or no modifica- 
tion. Cars that possess long oblong 
shaped grille cavities such as: Ford, 
Chevrolet and Mercury, are natur- 
als for the Plymouth grille bar 
installation. Since the bars are 
made up in three sections, two end 
bars and center piece, it’s very easy 
to shorten the complete assembly 
to fit a small grille opening by 
merely modifying the center piece 
slightly. The following photo- 
graphs show you some of the 
better installations and are quite 
self-explanatory for determining 
all the necessary modifications. 


’49.’52 Chevrolets are naturals for the Plymouth grille bar installation. For this 
particular model stovebolt, the bar lends considerable more width to the front end. 
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COUPE-- 
ala Chrysler 4 


Photos by Floyd Smith 


that unbeatable combination of big engine 
and light chassis shows up again, this time 
a Chrysler V8 in a ‘33 Ford coupe 





Earl Baird bobbed the front fenders about 
four inches on his car, then used a shortened 
"41 Ford front bumper. Large top view at left 
reveals steel top has replaced original cloth. 


Sheet metal insert replaced the ’33 
dash and Stewart-W arner instruments 
tell engine operation. Above view 
shows allowance for Chrysler width. 


Body of ’33 Ford coupe is near- 
i stock with only a two inch 
bop to the top. Rear bumper is 
tom a ’41 Ford and taillights 
me '38 Ford. Late Ford Hydraw- 
ie brakes have replaced the 
iginal mechanicals but the 
st of the suspension was left 
k. Object seen beneath fen- 
is header plug for left side 





f 





14 





° ich outlets homemade head- all 
ws when car is raced at drags. 
47 
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THE CHEVY 


BY DICK DAY 


Dual Side Trim Installation 


ITH THIS MONTH'S installment on side 

trim our series on “Customizing The 
Chevy” comes to a close. The trim that we have 
devised for the Chevrolet is a combination of 
°53 Packard “Patrician” and ’55 Oldsmobile 
rear fender trim. As you can easily see, the 
combination offers the latest trend in two-tone 
painting and lends quite a flashy touch to the 
Chev’s original body style. The installation is 


1. Remove all stock trim and fill trim boles 
(see CAR CRAFT, August ’56, Part IV.) 


3. Here’s both trim pieces fitted to body. 
Packard piece up front, ’55 Olds im rear. 
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an easy project, one that could actually be 
incorporated on any make or model. Minor 
hole filling is required after removing the stock 
side trim which was thoroughly covered in 
part four of the series in the August '56 issue. 
Since this article terminates this parti 

customizing series, we imagine you would like 
to see just what the finished car will look like 
— kindly turn to page fifty-two. 


4. With trim taped securely to body, mark 
off outline of trim pieces with chalk. 


CAR CRAF® 








Photos by George Barris 


6. Use small piece of cardboard to deter- 


With measuring tape, mark off centers 
mine angle. of trim when door is opened. 


drilling the trim’s attachment boles. 


yer Ww ™= 


Open door, matching angle that is 8. Small section bas to be relieved from 
front fender panel, allowing trim clearance. 


essary for trim, Check rubbing, etc. 
CONTINUED 
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STOMIZING THE CHEVY 


Ee 


10. Retape trim and mark where it will' 
need to be cut at the forward door seam, 


sia 


12. Retape all trim pieces. Mark off Olds 
trim where it mates with Packard trim. 


er ee 
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13. Use fe tooth hacksaw to make cut, 14. Now work the tip of the Oldsmobile 
then: finish off edge with the hand file. trim down slightly using rubber hammer, 
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15. Replace the Oldsmobile trim and 16. With Olds trim im place, scribe off 
then check the fit between the two pieces. where door seam cut will have to be made. 






17. Also Mark off for the rocker panel. 18. Center punch all “T” bolt holes, then 
After making cuts, finish edges with file. drill holes. Eight inch spacing will do. 
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19, Insert “T” bolts into trim. Both adjust- 20. Securely tighten “TI” bolts. For areas 
able and stationary bolts may be used. that are inaccessible, use sprimg clips. 
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Valley Custom Shop duplicated pencil sketch of grille 
perfectly by utilizing ’55 Chevrolet grille assembly. Norm's Body Shop took on 
trim removal of bood, peaking bood slightly. Car was lowered 31 inches front and rear 
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Top custom shops 
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Sven MONTHS ago we passed the word 
along for all Chevrolet custom enthusiasts to 
fire up the torches and follow us on an exclu- 
sive how-to-do-it story on restyling the '49-’52 
Chevrolet. Now, with each of the seven month- 
ly restyling features behind us, we can snuff out 
those flickering torches and stand back for a 
look at our finished project. 

Car Craft's artist, Don Fell, first created our 
Chev’s new appearance on the drawing board 
with no predetermined components called out 
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ioin CAR CRAFT in restyling the 49-52 
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for its transposition. From here, the car wa: 
routed to several custom body shops — V: 
Custom, Norm’s Auto Body, Barris Brothers 
and George Cerny’s Custom shop, for the actual! 
castomizing. With only the drawings of the c 
to work from, these talented craftsmen sculp- 
tured the “guinea pig stovebolt” into the real 
McCoy, duplicating Don’s original concept to 
the letter. It’s clever to note that the Chev’s re- 
styling operation was accomplished by altering’ 
only four components along with minor trim 
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"S$ Oldsmobile headlight rims were used to achieve “forward tlt” front fenders, 
Trim was special adaptation by the Barris Brothers Shop, used for two tone painting. 


removal, and that the final price tag was held 
tlle Gwell beneath the thousand dollar mark. 
The finished car serves as a fine example of 
hat can be accomplished when building an 
inexpensive custom around this particular 
odel Chevrolet. The new appearance of the 
now possesses undated styling and a com- 
etitive flavor befitting any auto show. We wish 
s extend our thanks to all the personnel and to 
he custom body shops that assisted us in this 
ustomizing The Chevy” series. And for you 
Ifovebolt” fans who have been diligently 
following and restyling your own Chevs, all 
we can say is that we hope that you are as satis- 
fed as we are with the end result. 
fEdstor’'s Note) Seems that many of you Chev 
, due to vacations, etc., missed certain sssues 


1 
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of the “Customizing The Chevy” series, and 
have been writing letters asking for a break- 
down on when the series commenced and what 
appeared where? The frst article was presented 
in the May ’56 issue of Car Craft, and the 
various steps were: May ’56—Nosimg The 
Hood; June 56 — Adapting Oldsmobile Head- 
lights; July ’56 — Installing ’55 Chevrolet 
Grille; August ’56 — Filling Trim Holes and 
Shaving Trunk Lid; September ’56 — Adapting 
55 Plymouth Taillights; October ’56 — Filling 
Bumper Bolt Holes and Building Bumper Tip 
Exhaust System; November ’56 — Installing 
Side Trim. All issues are available and can be 


: purchased by writing our “Back Issue Depart- 


ment.” Enclose twenty-five cents per issue and 
specify month when ordering. 


tail” styling of rear fenders was handled by George Cerny’s Custom Shop, who 
betently installed ’55 Plymouth taillights, lending Chev an eight-inch fender extension. 





GRAB BAG 


Weird design indeed, but one offermg a very clever appearance for any late ’ 
°51 Ford. '53 Studebaker lenses angled across fenders with roll contouring rear deck | 


Unusual taillight design is a trademark with top 
custom cars. Special mixture is accomplished with 


clever ideas and a few miscellaneous components 
photos by Winfield, Rickman, Barris 


: A very unique effect bas been created for this new Ford by adding center > 
which separates two ’S1 Buick “bubble type” lenses, Upper fender area is 
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Becoming increasingly popular is the heavy shaded taillight. Here, ’55 DeSoto lenses 
have been set imto an expanded metal bulkhead. Lower protrusion is exhaust tip. 


A good example of a true hand formed 
taillight is this tunneled extension 
neatly molded to fenders of ’53 Ford. 


pans 


ee 


a 


Deeply tunneling the ’51 Ford lens 


on early models has original flair, 
especially with elaborate rod trim. 


aj 


Much originality can be derived by Another deeply shaded fender with 2 


putting two V’d lenses together as 
done here with two ’55 Buick lenses. 
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trio of lenses play up this T-Bird’s 
taillight styling. Note bumper guard. 





£2 
p i 
it 
igs 


¢¢ A CCESSORY OF THE MONTH” is CAR 

CRAFT’s method of letting you readers 
in on the latest items arriving upon the auto- 
motive scene straight from the accessory world. 
This month we put to test a product designed 
to rejuvenate worn and faded upholstery. The 
item is called “Ram-Cote”. It is a liquid ma- 
terial that can either be applied to seats, door 
panels, etc., with a spray gun or, painted on 
with an ordinary paint brush. It dries rapidly 
(20 minutes to the touch) to a flexible, water- 
proof, scuff and fade resistant coating that can 
be safely used two hours from its application. 
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It is manufactured in twelve basic colors, if 
cluding clear. Special shades can be easily 
mixed from the basic colors. Two types 4 
material are available. One is designed strictlf 
for use on ieather, canvas, cardboard, et 
while still another type takes care of plastif 
Vinyl materials. When ordering, it is vef 
important that you specify what material yo 
wish, for the leather material will not di 
when applied to plastic surfaces and visa vers& 
For information write: Ram-Cote Product 
Dept. CC, 1141 West 69th Street, Chicago 2 


Illinois. 





Rem-Cote upholstery products 
de either plastic or 

ther finish materials, 
leather sealer for badly 
cracked surfaces, and a 
leather rejuvenator-conditioner 
for restoring natural leather 
oils, All items are 
nominally priced and are fully 
guaranteed by Ram-Cote. 


: Br. ya 
First step is to thoroughly clean the 2. With leather upbolstery pieces, natural 


‘ holstery. Carbon Tetrachloride works oils can be restored by thoroughly rubbing 
"good or a Ram-Cote cleaner is available. in Ram-Cote “rejuvenator-conditioner.” 


. 


~ 


3. Ram-Cote “sealer” is applied to badly 4. Two coats are recommended for finish 
cracked areas to stop absorption and material, Can be brushed or sprayed. Mate- 
to build a base for the finish material, rial goes on glossy, but dries very flat. 


OVEMBER, 1956 57 





“How | Won the Pikes Peak 
Hill Climb’ continved 


though so Jerry had to start trying to sell him- 
self all over again to some other car owner. 

Al Rogers knew that the factory entered 
Chevrolet team of three cars was shy a driver 
so he suggested Jerry for the job. Jerry wasn't 
too hot about the idea since stock cars hadn't 
raced up the peak for many years and didn’t 
look to be a very exciting ride. He agreed to try 
a couple of practice runs though and soon con- 
vinced himself that the stock car race could be 
a real interesting trial. 

“Racing up the Pike Peaks road is different 
from regular racing in many ways,” said Jerry. 
“The cars are started at three minute intervals 
and you are on the road all by yourself. It’s 
not like a track where you can tell by looking 
around you how far behind or ahead of the 
other cars you are. You only know that you 
must go all out from start to finish. You have 
to know the road because if you don’t you 
might waste time by slowing down too soon or 
too much going into a corner, or you might 
not slow down enough and end up down the 
mountain somewhere. If I could start into a 
corner on the extreme outside edge of the road, 
just clip the inside edge in the middle of the 
curve and then end up on the extreme outside 
again on the other side of the curve, I knew that 
I had made the corner at my fastest speed. Any 
time I went through a corner and had some 
extra road left, I knew that I had to practice that 
corner some more and go faster.” 

“After I started driving the Chevy in prac- 
tice, I found out a lot of important little things 
about how to get the most out of it. The en- 
gine had the Duntov high performance cam, 
two Carter quad carburetors and were rated 
around 240 horsepower. The Duntov cam is 
strictly a high rpm performer and I found that 
if I let the engine rpm’s slip below 4,000, the 
car wouldn't go like it should. The rear end 
fatio was somewhere around 6—1 and I used 
only second (1.31 to 1) and high (direct) gears, 
never hitting low at any time. If the engine 
rpm dropped below 4,000 in second, I'd slip 
the clutch to break loose the rear wheels and get 
the rpm back up. I got to where I could tell by 
ear when the engine reached 7,000 rpm, when 
I'd take a quick look at the tach to make sure 
that it didn’t go over 7,200 rpm, then shift into 
high. If I let the rpm-go over-7;200 the valves 
would start to float and the engine would 
loose power. In high gear, 5,800 was just about 


top rpm on any stretch. If at any time 
car started feeling too greasy from rear 
slip, I'd back off the throttle just a little a 
feather it to keep the car straight.” 

I asked Jerry just where he felt the race wy 
won and lost, down on the lower sectig 
through the trees, going up through the ste 
hairpin turns in the switchbacks or up on ty 
in the higher altitudes? 

“This is one race that can be won or lost 
any spot,” Jerry said, “for if you spin out 
get sideways in any corner, you've lost time tha 
can’t be gained back. The section which I work 
on the hardest is from the Cove up to the 
gravel pit through the switchbacks. The ro 
is steep there and the dirt is usually pretty loos 
not offering too much traction. If you back off 
too soon going into the switchback corners, thé 
car slows down too much and valuable time 
lost getting it under way again. You have 
drive right up to the corner, hit the brakes and 
start your slide, then get back on the thrott 
to keep your speed up. If you wait too los 
going into the corner, you have to brake tog 
hard and this usually causes the engine to load 
up and run very sour for a few seconds.” 

Prior to the race, the road was opened fot 
practice between the hours of four and six ig 
the morning several days and Jerry figured ou 
just about how he was going to run on race day 
Qualifying runs were made from the start @% 
the race near the seven mile post on the toll 
road up to Glen Cove. 

From his practice times, Jerry expected # 
time of 6 minutes, 50 seconds. He was to 
qualifier at 6 minutes, 49 seconds. For race day 
Jerry told us he was shooting for 16 minute 
flat but he missed this a little as he screame 
across the finish line on top of 14,110 Pike 
Peak at 70 miles per hour in second gear, 1 
minutes and 8 seconds after starting below 

Asked about his plans for next year, J 
told me that he would most certainly be ther 
for another try. He didn’t know whether h 
would drive a race car or stock car in 195 
but thar he did think the stock car division ¢ 
the Pikes Peak race was going to become mud 
bigger. After seeing the race, I agree 100 pet 
cent. In light of the fact that he just signed @ 
drive for Pete DePaola’s Ford racing team 
we'd bet that next year he'll be chauffeuring 
a Ford up the hill. f 

Jerry offered me a ride next year durin 
practice and-} think I'll accept, he makes it too 
like a pleasure cruise and maybe I can lea 
enough to get through this Los Angeles traff 
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WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? 


TECHNICAL BDITO 
A HOT SPARK? 
Dear Ray: 

I have a 1950 Cad “62” convertible with 
Hydra-Matic. The engine is mof run at high 
rpm’s. What coil (or dual coils) would give 
the hottest spark at regular rpm ranges with 
a stock distributor? Is there available any dual 
point setup using points that are not expen- 
sive or hard to get? 

Would also appreciate any suggestions for 
conversion to standard transmission. 

— Alex Morean 
Glen Ridge, N.J. 


There are a number of good coils for your 
car on the market, Alex, but do you need one? 
if your car is stock otherwise and you never run 
the engine at high engine speeds, | doubt if 
you would be satisfied. Your stock ignition in 
good condition will provide all the spark you 
need. Lest | give you the impression that | am 
against dual coil or other hot ignitions, let me 
explain that the above statements apply only 
to stock engines that are operated at average 
engine speeds. Non-stock engines and high 
rpm's increase the load on the ignition and this 
is when and where a special ignition should be 
used. As for installing a standard transmission, 
you will need a flywheel, clutch pedal linkage, 
clutch disc and pressure plate, the transmission 
and all of the column shift linkage. Unless you 
can find the whole works cheap in a wrecking 
yard, if can get expensive. 


LOWERING FRONT OF FORD 
Dear Ray: 
Recently, I heard of a ’49 Ford being low- 
ered with altered spindles which got me to 
thinking after examining my '49 Ford. Would 
it be possible to reverse the spindle supports; 
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take the right side support; invert it and re 
place on the left side and invert and replace 
the left side support on the right side? This 
would seemingly give a nice drop to the 

end without altering the ride. Would this 
reversal work without affecting the strength 
and reliability of the front suspension system? 
Would any modifications have to be made? 
If so, what? 

— Bob Klose 
Grants Pass, Oregon 


The very method you describe has been done 
before but there are many drawbacks. By 
switching sides and inverting the support arms, 
the drop is achieved but wheel chamber can- 

not be corrected without bending the suppot= 
arms. After this is done the steering geometry 

is still messed up since the steering arms which 
bolt to the spindle will be several inches higher 
than stock and this makes the spindle link be- 
tween the arm and the steering cross bar sit on 
a much different angle than the suspension 


“lower “A” frame. The “A” frame and the 


steering link are engineerd to remain parallel 
during all angles of both. To correct this mis- 
alignment, the steering arms have to be ex- 
tended ond dropped so tha? the ends are in 
the same relative position to the A frame as 
when stock. Bending and welding on steering 
parts isn’t a good idea, especially when the 


suggest you forget the idea. 


HENRY J FORD 


a flat-head Ford engine in my ’51 Henry J, 
Whar are the difficulties involved? Will the 
stock clutch hold up? 
— Chris Tompkins 
Lufkin, Texas 
You didn’t specify a particular year of eng 
so I'll pick one for you. Use a °49 or later en= 
gine, clutch and transmission. This way, you, 
have a transmission with an open drive line téj 


There is quite a bit of room in your chassis s@ 
you should have little trouble except to fashion 
new engine mounts. 

LOWERING OK? 
Dear Ray: 
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my '56 Ford and have been told by several 
people including a car dealer that I was wrong 
ig doing so. They told me that the blocks put 
a bind on the transmission, make the differ- 
ential work all of the time on both sides and 
just plain causes excessive wear from the trans- 
mission on back. I don’t believe all of this 
but just what harm, if any, do these two inch 
blocks cause? 
— Barry Bruner 
Piqua, Ohio 

Don't listen to those guys, Barry, they are way 
off base. Lowering your car by use of two inch 
blocks or by the use of a couple of your two 
hundred pound friends in the back seat has 

actly the same effect on the car. Sure, the 


angle of the car is changed slightly and to be 


technically correct, your front wheel caster 
should be corrected for this change but as for 
the transmission strain and differential over- 
load, there is no bind at all. Although the angle 
of the driveshaft is changed slightly too, this 
will not hurt a thing since universal joints are 
made to run at an angle and actually wear 
faster if there is no angle to them while oper- 
ating. The differential is affected only by the 
torque applied to the pinion shaft and the trac- 
tion beneath each rear wheel. The only big dis- 
advantage to lowering blocks is that under 
quick acceleration or hard bumps, the driveshaft 

ght rub against the tunnel in the floor of the 
car and you are more liable to drag the rear 
bumper or exhaust tips going in your driveway. 
With caster corrected, the car's handling char- 
acteristics should be the same. 


Old lronsides Co. 


“SOUP YOUR CAR” New Hi-Performance 
DIRECTORY-CATALOG 


Shows How To Make Your Car 
A Money-Saving POWERHOUSE 


Amazing new Directory -Catalog 
gives you facts on ali track & 
foad-proven power products. 
Shows how to DOUBLE your car's 
performance, power, pick-up, 
mileage, safety, styling! Over 
100,000 items in stock: Multi- 
Carburetion; injection; Oual Ex- 
haust, ignition; Superchargers; 
Racing Cams, Heads, Pistons, En- 
gines; Tools; Customizing Kits; 
Chrome; Sports Bodies; etc. BIG 
SAVINGS! “How-To” Tips, Power 

Secrets. FREE, no strings! 

Write to 


MILFORD PA 


GM - FORD 
CHRYSLER 


ENGINEERING 


FIBERGLASS 
and RESIN § 


BODY PATCH KIT 


COmnETE $4.95 


ORDER DIRECT 
DEPT. 6 


melt ma Tore 
DETROIT 24. MICH 


THE ELIMINATOR Of The ELIMINATORS 


At the recent Santa Ana 6th annual anniversary drags 
Kenny Arnold, driving the Yeakel Bros.-Scott Cad. drag- 
| ster eliminated the 1955 NHRA champion, Calvin Rice. 
Prior to this Arnold had won the NHRA West Coast 
championship at San Gabriel. Arnold’s Cad is powered 
by an Isky Parabolic RevMaster Cam and Engineered 


- 
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ISKENDE 


All Isky V8 cams, % and Full, are 
_ Guaranteed for one full year. With each 
such cam and kit purchased you receive 
this 2-part tag. One half you keep, the 
— half you fill in and mail to the fac- 
ory. 
Because | cams are induction Hardened, 
Super Finished and Parkerized, you get a 
life expectancy far beyond ordinary cams. 
, _ no longer necessary to gamble on cam 
failure. 


OVEMBER, 1956 


RIAN TV ARE GUARANTEED 


in writing 


De-POSTAGE WL SE PAID SY 


‘ED SKEMDERI AN RACING Cams 
6238 WEST Raton Avent 
Cave rr. cam 





by Carl Kohler 





HI F ELLAS WANT A custon 


_ THAT HAS YOUR PERSONAL TOUCH? © 


Here is your fabulous, money-saving intro- 
ductory offer —one Plastic Surgeon kit that 
contains all necessary materials for nosing and 
decking your car ($5.95), plus two decals for 
telling your friends who did the customizing 
(a $1.00 value), p/us complete custom acces- 
sory catalogs of materials that were used on 
Lee Rockwell’s car, plus the latest information 
on available pre-fabricated fiberglass ‘custom 
parts direct from the Engineering Design and 
Products Research Division of the Woodill 
Fiber Glass Body Corp. All this for $5.95 
postage prepaid. How can you miss? Send for 
your Plastic Surgeon kit today and get all of 
these extras. Begin the fascinating project of 
modernizing your car the easy way — with 
PLASTIC SURGEON! 


THIS VEHICLE CUSTOMIZED BY 


An ee 


USING PLASTIC-SURGEON rae 
WOODILL MOTOR CO,, DOWNEY, CALIF. 


OVEMBER, 1956 


Lee W. Rockwell 
P.O. Box 1 
Tustin, California 


Enclosed $5.95 


Please rush money saving introductory 
offer of plastic surgeon kit. 


Car Make 


My dealer's name: 
Name _..__. 
Address... 


All orders post paid. 


No. C.0.D., California Residents 
add 4% sales tax. 
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cus 
QUERIES 


Joe 
Bailon 
BAILON’S 
CUSTOM SHOP 





“FIESTA HUBCAPS AGAIN? 
Dear Joe: 

I own a 53 Chevrolet and wish to use the 
genuine “Fiesta” Oldsmobile hubcaps but I 
find that they do not fit up to the wheels of 
the Chevy. What can I do to make them fit? 

— Rafael Aug. Luna 
Ciudad Trujillo, D.R. 

To make genuine Oldsmobile ‘‘Fiesta’’ hubcaps 
fit your "53 Chev, Rafael, turn the cap upside 
down and lay it on a block of wood. With a 
rubber mallet, pound the inner dish ledge of 
inner circular contour) out slightly. Keep tap- 
ping this inner dish out, checking clearance 
with the wheel, ‘til the hubcap snaps on se- 
curely. This modification is only needed on the 
genuine Oldsmobile hubcaps. The duplicate ac- 
cessory type Oldsmobile wheel covers sold by 
leading Accessory stores need no modifications, 
and are considerably less expensive than the 
genuine Oldsmobile covers. 


"47 OLDSMOBILE GRILLE FOR FORD 
Dear Joe: 

My buddy, Steve Nerl, and I are custom- 
izing my °46 Ford and wish to install a ’47 
Oldsmobile grille assembly. Could you give 
us a few pointers on just what we will have 
to do to accomplish the installation? 

— Ronnie Morris 
LeBanon, Indiana 
The '47 Oldsmobile grille bars, in my opinion, 
Ronnie, work out beautifully in the '46-'48 
Ford. A small amount of body work is required 
to fit in the top bar, but it mainly consists of 
paneling in with sheet metal and changing the 
shape of the Ford's grille cavity slightly. In 
some cases the bars themselves are shortened 
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or modified to fit the opening more perfec a 
A few special brackets will have to be 
up to secure the bars in the grille opening p 
erly, but | think you will find the complete 
stallation one that can be accomplished with. 


out too much hassle. 





x 








CUSTOM GRILLE FOR CHEVY 
Dear Joe: 

I am a new reader of CAR CRAFT Magazine 
and thought maybe you could give me a little 
information on installing a °53-'54 Oldsmo- 
bile grille bar in my ‘50 Chevrolet. I have 
nosed the hood and removed trim from the 
deck lid and am now ready for the grille 
modification. Can you tell me if the Oldsm&4 
bile grille will fit, and what modifications will 
be required? Possibly you have a better grille 
idea in mind for this particular year Chev, if 
so, I would sure appreciate any suggestions on 
your part. 





S&F SD ZRSSCR es E83 £3 


ne. 


— Jerry Whisman 
Purdy, Missouri 


The Oldsmobile grille bar will fit in your '50 
Chevrolet grille, Jerry, but it will have to be 
shortened and V'd slightly in the center before 
it can be installed. Rechroming will be neces- 
sary after the bor has been modified. For @ 
little added design feature install a few grille 
teeth from a '52 Lincoln onto the bar. About 
four should get the job done. As | mention 

earlier to another reader who inquired about 
grille ideas for this '50 Chevrolet, the '55 Chev- 
rolet grille assembly fits up very nicely to your 
particular car’s front end. A step-by-step story 
was presented in the July "56 issue of CAR 
CRAFT on just such an alteration. The issue is 
available and can be purchased from our Back 
Issue Department. } 


FeSsTRFTS 





PUSH BUTTON DOORS WITHOUT JUICE 
Dear Joe: 

I have a ’’47 Mercury club coupe that I amp 
customizing. I would like to install a push) 
button system for the doors, but not the elec 
trical setups found on most custom cars. I havé 
heard that there are manual push button doof 
latches available, but I do not know wheré 
to look for them, let alone where to buy them, 
I would appreciate any suggestions that you 
might have that would solve my situation. 

— Jack Weller 
Bakersfield, California 
The 740-41, and '42 Lincoln manual push bub 
ton door latch is what you are looking for, Jack. 
The installation of these latches into a Fo 
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product require considerable work, but if that's 
what you want, the modification is definitely 
> psible. | suggest though that you check in 
e with a Lincoln agency or a custom shop that 
witht has performed this alteration for a little infor- 
mation before going ahead with your project. 
1 don’t know what you hold against electrically 
operated doors, because to me, the electrical 
setup is a much easier installation than the one 
ziney You plan. 
ittle *56 HEADLIGHTS FOR "52 MERC 
mo-§ Dear Joe: 
nave I own a ‘52 Mercury and want to french 
the the headlights. Will I be able to make use of 
rile’ the 56 Ford headlight rim for the job? I want 
mé Ja shaded and peaked styling similar to the 
will Ford rim. Possibly there is another way to 
rille# achieve this effect, if so, could you fill me in? 
7, if — Ken Clouston 
: On Los Angeles, California 
Sorry, Ken, but the "56 headlight rims are made 
from pot metal and can not be used for french- 
ing your '52 Merc's headlights to the fenders. 





























"508 For a substitute | suggest that you approach a 

be® cstom body shop and have them build you 

fore special shades from sheet metal to the design 

res that you desire. 
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FINEST CLUB PLAQUES 
. IN THE NATION 


CUSTOM DESIGNED FOR 
YOUR CLUB! 

* Heavy, 3-D aluminum er brass 
castings. 

* Also steel and enamel models 
without pattern charge. 
—_—— stock designs for individ- 

= oon mylete se service, peers, 









* Free literature 

SEND 25¢ TODAY 
For complete catalog on Em- 
biems, —_ Decals, Plaques, 
Noveities—including information 
on how to start your Ciub. 


STYLIZED EMBLEM CO. 
1331-C No. Western, L.A. 27, Calif. 
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Test your car skill ~—identify each of these components. Each pictured compo 
should be correctly matched with the year and make car that it is from. Score 15 po 
for each. correct answer. A total score of 45 is passing, 60 fair, 75 good, 90 exce 


. Wa 
*51 Lincoln 
in<2 
'50 Dodge 
i > 
"49 Mercury 


3. 


: 2 

*56 Cadillac 
ee 

*56 Chrysler 
Imperial 
() 

"56 Corvette 


it) 


*51 Lincoln 


eo 
| '49 Plymouth 


cm 


| '53 DeSoto 


"53 Plymouth 


"54 Hudson 
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ON YOUR NEWSSTAND NOW! 


the 
“HOW-TO-MAKE-IT-GO”’ 
book by the 
editors of 
Hot Rod and Car Craft 


HOT 
ROD 
N07 


ANNUAL 


The outstanding hot rod handbook 
of the year; 1957 edition brings you 
new facts, new photos, new practical 
and down-to-earth construction de- 
tails written by the experts and 
compiled by J. E. Potter and George 
Barris 

There’s a story in every picture; 
many pictures on every page—the 
kind of information that will help 
to get the most enjoyment out of 
your hobby or business 


CHAPTERS WILL BRING 

YOU UP TO DATE ON: 
LAKESTERS AND DRAGSTERS—a pictori- 
al section with full photo construction 
details 


ROADSTERS AND COMPETITION 
COUPES—photo-pictorial on these in- 
creasingly prominent types of cars 


HOW-TO-DO-ITS FOR HOT RODDERS— 
photo-construction details on 13 spe- 
cific frame and body modifications for 
hot rods 


BUILDING A COMPETITION COUPE— 
complete construction details and 
Photos giving step-by-step procedures 


from building the frame, body modi- 
fications to photos of the completed 
car 


PAINTING—Flame painting and the 
latest craze—striping 


NEWEST IN ENGINE HOT RODDING— 
the latest innovations on the newest 
engines 


Whether you follow hot rods for 
pleasure or profit—whether your 
preference is in building or driving 
rods—the 1957 HOT ROD ANNUAL 
is tailor made for you to keep you 
up to the minute in new develop- 
ments in hot rods. 


Here are ideas by the score from 
the big cities, the small towns. From 
drag strips, from the most active 
hot rod centers and clubs all over 
the country. 


Previous editions of the Hot Rod 
Annual have always been in great 
demand, often selling out in a few 
short weeks in some localities. Be 
sure to get your copy by getting one 


| at your newsstand today! 


If your local dealer cannot 
supply you, send 85¢ (in- 
cludes postage & handling) 


Just 7 5c at your newsstand * to TREND BOOKS, 5959 Hol- 


lywood Blivd., Los Angeles 
28, Calif. now. 
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Identical GRANT PISTON RINGS 
Used for MORE POWER.... 


In Both Truck Engine and the Fastest American Car Ever Built 
dere ue es 












Send me the sto 
SUPERIOR Pema ae 

PISTON RING 
DESIGN 
Combined With 
TIME ACCEPTED 
MATERIAL 
Makes LASTING 
PERFORMANCE 
a CERTAINTY 











a on your letterhead : 
sare Sedna tags amare 4 Gront and Grant, 241 N. Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 4, Colif 


for “Big” profit-making facts Please send my FREE copy of “Technical Facts on§ | 





World's Best Oil Control Rings” WRITE DEPT. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


[| PISTON RINGS | q 
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